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had discovered its secret used it as their best means of
defence. The Muslims being tired of these fruitless
assaults turned to plunder the Asiatic and the
European shores of the Sea of Marmora. Having
besieged the city by sea from April to September they
retired, on the approach of winter, to the island of
Cyzicus, eighty miles from Constantinople, where they
established their headquarters and passed the winter.
They resumed the siege in the summer of the next
year and retired to Cyzicus during the winter. They
continued to besiege the city in summer and to retire
in winter for six or seven successive years before they
were convinced of the futility of their attempt or
decide to abandon their great project. But these suc-
cessive efforts impaired their forces and exhausted
their patience. They lost many of their men, ships,
munitions and cattle; continued failure damped their
enthusiasm, and disease and disorder broke out in their
ranks. They finally decided to retire in 678 A.D.
(58 A.H.). The army retired to the south through
Asia Minor after being torn by siege and pursuit; many
of their ships were wrecked by storms in their retreat.
In these famous combats the Arabs lost about 30,000
men including a number of leaders, such as Abu
Ayyub al-Ansari, the famous companion of the
Prophet, who was killed and buried under the walls of
Constantinople in the course of the first or the second
assault (51 or 52 A.H.). His tomb was discovered
eight centuries after when the Turks conquered Con-
stantinople in 1453 A.D. This discovery was a great
religious event.
The events of this memorable siege, the failure
of the Arabs and breaking up of their forces and arma-
ments, were factors which revived the prestige of the
Roman valour in the East and West, and cast a
temporary cloud on the glory of the Arabs. The
Omayyad Caliph, Mua'wiya, came to an understand-
ing with the Roman Emperor and a peace, which